Safeguarding Policy Statement
of the Diocese of Down and Connor

The Diocese of Down and Connor pledges to safeguard children and young
people and adults from harm and to support them in their development as
valued and integral members of the Catholic Church in Ireland.

The Diocese and its parishes and communities strive to be places of welcome,
where each person is respected and loved and where we support and protect
each other. We will be sensitive to and supportive of children and young
people and those adults in need of protection or support because of illness or
disability or who may be in need because of current or past life experiences.

In all pastoral ministry within the Diocese the protection of children and
adults at risk is paramount. Consistent with Gospel values, and compliant
with civil and criminal law, those who minister will do so with dignity and
integrity, honouring their calling to ensure that children and young people

and all the lay faithful are welcomed, cherished and protected following

the example set by Jesus.

The Safeguarding Children Policy and Adult Safeguarding Policy will be
complied with by all priests, deacons, members of religious congregations,
associations of the faithful and all lay representatives who act on behalf of

the Diocese, including the Diocesan Board of Trustees.

Our mission is to respond to the call of Christ to live the Gospel of love by
creating communities throughout the Diocese where everyone is welcome,
respected and given the opportunity to reach their potential as a child of God.

DETAILS OF PERSONNEL TO CONTACT IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE WELFARE AND SAFETY OF CHILDREN OR AN ADULT

Director of Safeguarding/ Designated Liaison Person

Philip 0’Hara tel: 028 90492798 | mob: 07534992124 | email: office@soddc.org

Child Protection Services Police Adult Protection Services
Belfast Trust Gateway Service PSNI tel: 101 Adult Protection Team
tel: 028 9050 7000 (office hours) tel: 028 9504 1744
Regional Emergency Social Work Service Regional Emergency Social Work Service
tel: (028) 0800 197 9995 tel: (028) 0800 197 9995
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Bishop Alan McGuckian SJ
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF DOWN AND CONNOR Bishop of Down & Connor




